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Buehler calls for Franks and Acosta resignations
County Chair Candidate says Franks protected political ally

PRESS RELEASE

“(Board Member) Carlos Acos-
ta needs to resign - NOW!” said
Mike Buehler, Candidate for
McHenry County Board Chair-
man. “And (County Board Chair-
man) Jack Franks needs to follow
suit and resign as well.”

Acosta was arrested Thursday,
along with his former supervi-
sor at the Illinois Department
of Children and Family Servic-
es, Andrew Polovin. The charg-
es against the pair include two
counts of felony endangering
the life of a child and one felony
charge of reckless conduct each.
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Carlos Acosta Jack Franks

The charges are related to the
widely perceived mishandling of
the DCFS case that should have
protected 5-year-old AJ Freund
who was forced to take a cold
shower as a punishment, beaten
on the head until killed and then

had his body dumped by his par-
ents on April 15, 2019.

Acosta and Polovin were initial-
ly placed on desk duty after their
mishandling of the case came to
light. In December, they were
both fired from DCFS.

Many feel that, as an ally,
Franks stood in the way of calls
for Acosta’s resignation.

“Just recently, Franks called
Acosta a model board member,”
said Buehler. “Franks should
have asked Acosta to resign a
long time ago. But the chairman
put politics ahead of justice or
decency. With Franks, politics al-
ways come first.”

Ives calls out Casten Campaign for Vile
Vandalism in 6th Congressional race

PRESS RELEASE

Using possibly the most vile
word in the English language,
in early September, a supporter
of Illinois 6th District Rep. Sean
Casten, a Democrat, tagged
campaign signs belonging to Re-
publican Challenger Jeanne Ives.
The Ives campaign received nu-
merous reports of vandalized
yard signs in Wheaton, Naper-
ville and Glen Ellyn. The signs
were painted with a single word
- C***_1n each case, a police re-
port was filed and the Ives cam-
paign reported the attacks on so-
cial media.

In one such post, Ives wrote,
"It doesn’t matter that Sean Cas-
ten issued a CYA response about
those vandalizing our signs with
the most vile possible language.
This is the kind of division and
hate he has stoked from the mo-
ment he stepped foot in the po-
litical arena.”

Ives said that Casten cites as
his ideological North Star Dan
Savage, who has said that “all

Republicans should be F***ing
dead.”

Casten said what voters think
should not matter. He has made
wildly unsubstantiated charges
implying that his Republican col-
leagues in the US House are Nazi
Sympathizers.

He also mocked a Bible verse on
Twitter and told a climate expert
- Michael Shellenberger- who
has drawn different conclusions
than  Casten,
that question-
ing him was a
“waste of time.”

Casten called
Dan Crenshaw,
a combat Vet-
eran and Navy [
Seal, a racist |
over a policy g
disagreement.
He also re-
ferred to gun
owners as peo-
ple with small
genitals.
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This is one of the signs defiled by a Sean Casten supporter re-
it pretty cently. Jeanne Ives, Republican Candidate for the 6th District of

guy is yet?” Ives asked. “Is it any
surprise that profanity was spray
painted on his opponent’s sign?
If you disagree with Sean Cas-
ten, he characterizes you in the
most insulting, dehumanizing
possible terms.”

She referred to Casten as a di-
visive, toxic partisan who has no
interest in making American bet-

Vandalism continued on Page 4
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clear who this the U.S. House, condemned the hateful tactic.

Buehler said that Franks’ ap-
proach to cases of improper be-
havior depend on where those
involved stand politically. If it's a
case related to a Franks ally, the
chairman simply seeks to weath-
er the storm. Franks is currently
under investigation for sexual
assault, sexual harassment and
stalking a young lady while serv-
ing in Springfield as the repre-
sentative of the 63rd District.

Applying the same standards
as Franks, his ally, Illinois House
Speaker Michael Madigan or-
dered an investigation into the
accusations which reported that
the accusations were “credible.”

Resignations continued on Page 4
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Protestors block Emergency Room

Chant “We hope they die”as ambushed deputies rushed for life-saving care

An ambush in Compton, CA,
Sept. 12, left two Los Angeles
County Deputies, a 24-year-old
male and a 31-year-old mother,
in critical condition, clinging to
life. Pouring salt on the wound,
protestors had to be cleared from
the entrance to the local hospital
Emergency Room.

As the deputies were wheeled
into the hospital, protestors
chanted, “WE HOPE THEY DIE!”
and “Death to Police!”

The deputies were ambushed in
their squad car outside a Comp-
ton metra station when a lone
gunman walked up to the vehicle
and opened fire.

“Moments ago, 2 of our Sheriff
Deputies were shot in Compton
and were transported to a local
hospital,” the Sheriff's Depart-
ment tweeted. “They are both
still fighting for their lives.”

ABC News has reported a
28-percent increase in the num-
ber of police shot in the line of
duty in 2020 compared to 2019.

The rash of violence against
police is seen as a response to
claims of police violence against
blacks following the death of
George Floyd at the hands of
four Minneapolis Police Officers
on May 25.

Protests that have swept the
country for going on four months
have been led by Black Lives
Matter and Antifa members who

have called for the defunding of
the police.

Though data does not support
the claim that police are ran-
domly killing black men, Demo-
crats have only recently spoken
out against the violence in the
streets. Prior to that, even mem-
bers of Former VP and Presiden-
tial Candidate Joe Biden were
posting bail for rioters arrested
for committing acts of violence.

Even local Rep. Lauren Under-
wood has spoken in defense of
the rioters and the notion of di-
verting funds away from the po-
lice.

While the death of Floyd was
condemned by virtually every-
one, and from both sides of the
political aisle, many have pointed
out that the data does not sup-
port the idea that the police are
randomly killing black men in the
streets.

“The violence and radicalism
we are seeing in our cities has
gone too far,” said IL Sen. Jim
Oberweis, who is running against
Underwood in the 14th District.
“Blocking the entrance to hospi-
tals in an effort to delay medical
treatment for police officers is
despicable behavior. I unequivo-
cally condemn these actions.

We must come together as a
nation but that can only happen
when those who would perpetu-
ate violence are stopped.”

mgene RESPONSE

McHenry County Response is published by the
McHenry County Republican Party as a response to
the absence of a free and fair press.

Mail comments and Letters to the Editor to:
Attn: Editor Rich Rostron
McHenry County GOP

P.O. Box 1378
McHenry, IL 60051
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McHenry County Response provides perspectives
you’re denied by other print media

Why are you receiving this newspaper?
And, yes, we believe this is a ‘newspaper.’
Though provided by the McHenry County
Republican Party, we believe it is as much a
newspaper as virtually any other print pub-
lication. From the NY Times, to the Chicago
Tribune, the LA Times, and the Washington
Post, we feel the media has thrown off the
veil of impartiality and embraced ‘journalis-
tic activism.” We believe this is also the case
in McHenry County.

Journalistic bias is what we believe gives
this publication its validity. Media bias ex-
ists. It's absurd to deny it.

As conservatives in McHenry County,
we have tried to receive ‘equal time’ - or
a rough comparison - from the only daily
newspaper in the county. Many of the press
releases we submit die ignominious deaths
in an editor’s ‘Inbox.” When a press release
is accepted, and a story done on the subject
of the press release, we find the tenor of the
story spun to favor the Left.

For instance, if that daily runs a story
about Mike Buehler, the Republican candi-
date for McHenry County Board Chairman,
the current Board Chairman, Democrat Jack
Franks, is called and given the final word in
the story. But the opportunity is not recipro-
cal in stories that originate with Franks or
the Herald.

In light of the bias of print media favoring
the Left, and lacking a fair chance to share
our perspectives within their publication, we
have determined that the only reasonable
solution is print our own newspaper. In this
way, we provide our perspective with the
expectation that this publication will, when
compared with the Leftist media, provide
the balanced coverage otherwise absent in
journalism today.

We do not pursue this effort out of a lack
of appreciation for honest journalism. Rath-
er, we believe that a free press is essential
to a free society. But whether the media is

caged against its will, or enters the cage of
censorship by choice, the result is the same.
Truth dies when it is confined to the shad-
ows. That means that the
media has a responsibil-
ity — a vital role to play in
our constitutional society.
To our mutual detriment,
whether Republicans or
Democrats, Leftists or
Conservatives, the media
has abandoned its duty
- has gone AWOL in de-
fense of liberty.

This is a harsh charge
to make. But is it untrue?
Hasn’t the media joined the ‘Cancel Culture’
where ideas are expected to fit within a par-
ticular *‘Narrative?’

Journalists have publicly referred to them-
selves as “activists.” Our contention is that
one is an activist or a journalist but once
they become one, they cannot be the other.
Activism suggests that journalists are quali-
fied to determine what is right. Instead of
providing you with the unvarnished evi-
dence, they filter it through their personal
perspective, almost always suiting the Left,
and provide you with a story where the con-
clusion is already drawn.

It's as if they don't trust you to arrive at
the ‘correct’ conclusion (correct from their
perspective). This shows a lack of confidence
in their own conclusions. If they were truly
confident in their convictions, they wouldn’t
fear providing you with the evidence and al-
lowing you to draw your own conclusions.

You should also know that this publica-
tion is largely comprised of press releases
or otherwise written by non-professionals.
Though edited for journalistic style, most
of these stories are provided by simple citi-
zens. America is known for its Citizen Sol-
diers. We hope you will see these writers in
the same light.

Rich Rostron

Asthorired Dealer
Window | ibm Products

Northern lllinois Windows, Inc.

Fully Insured Professional Window Cleaning, Tinting, Power Washing & More

wWwWw.niwservice.com

815-385-6646

Mark Curran slams Durbin
Incumbent poses a threat to liberties

IL Senate Candidate Mark Curran, a former
Lake County Sheriff and Special Prosecutor
with the Lake County State’s Attorney’s of-
fice, is calling out his opponent, incumbent
Sen. Dick Durbin, as one of the “career politi-
cians (who) are destroying the country.”

He said that Durbin and other Democrats
have brought America to a crossroad. That
crossroad includes a process where the
wealthiest Americans and richest corpora-
tions have access to Congress to the point
where they can virtually write rules that ben-
efit themselves at the expense of the middle
class.

“You look at Durbin and all he’s done is
stand by and watch jobs leave Illinois as the
state falls into ruin.”

Curran said his intention is to go to Con-
gress as a warrior for the middle class and
small businesses.

“I'm not going to be someone just asking
what’s in the best interest of my party, but
rather the state and the country. So many
politicians get to Washington and lose their
connection with their constituents. Durbin is
the No. 2 Democrat in the Senate. His pri-
mary objective has become appeasing other
Democrats as citizens and businesses get
lost in the mix.”

Shannon (O
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electshannnonteresi@gmail.com
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By CAL SKINNER
McHenry County Blog

They call it ‘'The Fair Tax.” But
is giving politicians more taxing
authority really about ‘fairness’?
The referendum was placed on
the ballot by Democrats who
have sufficient power in Spring-
field that they didn’t need help
from Republicans to get it there.
And there was nothing the Re-
publicans could do to stop it.

Politicians like to put warm-
fuzzy names onto legislation the
way ad men use words to sell
products. But buyer beware.

Republicans are recommending
that you vote against the pro-
posed Constitutional Amendment
that would, in the future, give the
state the authority to raise in-
come taxes without going to the
voters for approval. In the last
ten years, Springfield Democrats
have raised income taxes on Il-
linois residents twice.

“Does anyone think they are
better off now because they are
paying higher income taxes?”
asked Cal Skinner, a Republican
and a staunch opponent of higher
taxes who served in the IL House
from 1993 to 2001. “And you
may find the timing of the refer-
endum rather peculiar.”

As voters find the referendum
on their ballots this fall, numerous
Democrat legislators are under
Federal investigation, including
House Speaker Mike Madigan. He
supports the amendment giving

Do you trust Springfield with
unlimited tax authority?

politicians greater taxing author-
ity. But he is under investigation
for taking bribes and favors from
ComEd in exchange for support
of rate increases and legislation
favorable to the utility company.

Supporters of the proposal
take the “Trust us” approach
when trying to sell it to voters.
They argue that only the wealth-
iest three percent will see their
taxes increase. They say, “Trust
us” not to increase tax rates on
anybody else.

But the tax rates are not in the
Constitutional Amendment. They
are in state law and state law can
be changed.

The amount of money the new
tax rates bring in isn't nearly
enough to bring Illinois out of
the financial pit Democrats bur-
ied the state in after almost 20
years of unfettered spending.

Increased pressure to tax low-
er incomes is also coming from
lost taxes caused by Democrat
Gov. IB Pritzker’s shutdown of
the Illinois economy in response
to the coronavirus.

The higher income taxes tar-
get entrepreneurs and job cre-
ators. Many of these people have
already left the state. With the
new tax, the pace of the exodus
is liable to increase.

“So, if you trust Springfield
politicians, by all means, Vote
“Yes,” said Skinner. “But if you
think it's a little foolish to trust
Springfield again, you might just
want to vote “No.”

r—————————————————
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Vandalism continued from Page 1

ter.

“He is too busy trying to make
America bitter. That is who he is.
Is that what you want in 2020?"”

In another post on social media,
Ives wrote, “"We are not going to
hide the hate that Sean Casten
stokes anymore. We issued a soft
statement on the vandalism and
theft we were dealing with in an
August 26 post. Now we are just
going to show you.”

She said she prefers civility
in politics. But returning civility
to Casten’s political attacks just
doesn’t work.

In her latest post of an addi-
tional vandalized sign in Whea-
ton, also painted with the C***
word, while addressing Casten
personally, Ives said, “This report
and photo was sent to our office

today and was reported to Whea-
ton PD.

“I have lived in Wheaton for 28
years. I have raised a family here
and my daughter is still in high
school here. I have served this
community as a volunteer from
coaching cross country to work-
ing with the St. Vincent DePaul
Society.

“And I stood up for your family
and to protect the lives you were
trying to build (while you were in
the legislature working with) pol-
iticians who view you as an ATM
for all of their waste, fraud, cor-
ruption and abuse of public sys-
tems.”

Ives concluded that the hate
Sean Casten has stoked is out of
control. And it is not representa-
tive of this community.

Resignations continued from Page 1

But instead of following through
on the matter, Madigan’s office
buried the report and Madigan
merely required Franks to have a
State Police escort any time he
was on State Capital property.
“This is the political two-step
we see in Illinois politics,” said
Buehler. “Politicians do a little
dance to protect each other when
they get in trouble rather than
putting justice and the public in-
terests first. Enough already. It's
time for these people to start do-
ing the right thing. And the right
thing for Chairman Franks is to
resign, not to mention that Acos-

ta has got to go.”

Recently, at a Special County
Board Meeting, Board Member
Chuck Wheeler called for Franks’
resignation due to the allegations
against the chairman.

“It's unacceptable that we al-
low this type of individual to
roam freely in our midst,” said
Wheeler. “We have employees
who expect security and safety in
their work environment.”

Franks called Buehler's call
for his resignation political. But
Buehler said, “Politics are what
kept Jack from doing his job in
the first place.

== JUDGE JUSTIN

HANSEN

McHenry County Circuit Judge

Serving Our Children,

Families & Seniors

Paid for by Commitea to Elect Justn Hansen.
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Katherine Keefe Announces Re-Election Bid

PRESS RELEASE

Kathy Keefe is seeking re-elec-
tion to a fourth term as McHenry
County Circuit Clerk. She has
worked in the office for 33 years,
serving the last 12 as the elected
Circuit Clerk.

“During my first 3 terms, our
primary focus was improving
public access to court records,
while also increasing use of tech-
nology to improve customer ser-
vice and reduce costs,” Keefe
said. “We were successful in put-
ting court records online my first
year in office and gradually, by
not filling vacant positions, al-
lowed for a reduction in staff by
21 positions saving county tax-
payers $1.2 million annually in
personnel costs.”

The Circuit Clerk position is a
constitutional office serving as
the court’s record keeper.

“While some wonder why a
clerical office like the Circuit Clerk
is an elected position, I see the
biggest reason being fiscal ac-
countability to the taxpayer,” said
Keefe. “Poorly run offices can
cost taxpayers a lot of unneces-
sary dollars. Not only have we
reduced personnel cost, we also
have cut our printing expenses
by more than 50 percent. As an
elected official I take my respon-
sibility to the taxpayer very seri-
ously.”

Under Keefe’s leadership the
McHenry County Circuit Clerk’s
office has been a leader is tech-
nology usage in the state.

“We provide text and email
court-date reminders with a free
program developed in-house,
and an Attorney Access Portal to
allow attorneys to electronically
view their case files,” Keefe said.

'J N

Katherine Keefe

“We introduced electronic filing
years before it was mandated,
and with the cooperation of the
22 Circuit’s progressive judicia-
ry were able to eliminate use of
paper files in all courtrooms.”

When asked why she’s seeking
another term, Keefe said, “While
we have accomplished so much,
there is still work to be done.”

Some of the projects currently
under development include an
integrated electronic criminal
complaint program and online
scheduling software for attor-
neys. Keefe says goals during the
next term will include expansion
of electronic orders.

“Electronic orders are the next
frontier for efficiency and cost
savings in the court system,” she
said. “"We have pilots in some
courtrooms but have expansion
plans for the coming months.”

She further points out that
years of working in the office is
one thing, but a proven track re-
cord of improved transparency,
customer service and budget re-
ductions while leading the office
is another, and reason to sup-
port her over her opponent in the
coming election.

Re-Elect
Jeffrey T. Thorsen

McHenry County Board
District 2

Paid for by Citizens to Elect Jeffrey T. Thorsen

Retired IDOT inspector describes County

Board Chair Candidate Buehler
“Kind of guy you’d like to have a beer with.”

By RICH ROSTRON

You want to know what a poli-
tician is like, just ask him or
her. They’ll tell you the answer
they want you to hear. But if
you want to really get to know
them, you need to ask someone
else - someone who has known
them long enough to give you
an unbiased perspective on
what makes this candidate tick.

Neil Joslun, of Lake Zurich, is
a retired IDOT Senior Propor-
tioning Inspector. He worked
with IDOT for 35-and-a-half
years and retired in Decem-
ber of 2018. During his time
with IDOT, Joslun got to know
McHenry County Board Chair-
man Candidate Mike Buehler
rather well.

He’s known Buehler for about
30 years. Joslun worked close-
ly with contractors who cali-
brated scales. As Joslun put it,
the scales are used to ensure
taxpayers get what they pay
for with road projects. In oth-
er words, Joslun worked with
Buehler to ensure that road
contractors weren’t overcharg-
ing or under delivering on the
material used in road projects.

Joslun said that Buehler was
probably in his early 20s when
they met. He described him as
very enthusiastic, hardworking
and gregarious. At the time,

Buehler was an employee with
Eadys Scale Service. But, in
1994, he and his twin brother
Tim purchased the company
and changed the name to D&M
Scale Service Inc.

“We would do Scale Calibra-
tions together,” said Joslun. “I
had to sign off on the calibra-
tions and Mike would put his
certification number (regis-
tered with the state) on the cal-
ibrations. He was diligent and
concerned with maintaining his
company’s reputation ... fierce-
ly guarded their reputation.”

Joslun said that the Buehlers
were so successful guard-
ing their reputation that D&M
was calibrating scales at about
80-percent of the plants where
Joslun worked.

“Mike made sure things were
done right,” said Joslun. “If
there was a problem, he got at
it right away.”

Joslun said he was impressed
with the way Buehler worked
with his employees. “He would
trust the guys, after they were
properly trained, to do their
job. He didn’t lord over them.”

From Joslun’s perspective,
this resulted in a positive work-
ing environment with D&M. "It
seemed most of his guys were
with him quite a while ... longer
than some of the other compa-
nies I worked with.”

'GERVAIS

MCHENRY COUNTY CIRCUIT JUDGE *

Ensuring Equal Access
to Justice for All

Judge Gervais.com




6

SEPTEMBER 2020

Who has the better record on handling COVID-19?

Sweden shows the way
By EVERT EVERTSEN

While the federal government
can suggest to states how they
should handle virus outbreaks,
controls are primarily the respon-
sibility of States. They can ask
for assistance, and the record
shows that the Trump adminis-
tration has done a marvelous job
of responding to such requests.
But it’s still up to the states.

Considering, the facts don’t
stack up well for the Democrats.
e States totally controlled by

Democrats: COVID-19 deaths

per thousand - 732
e States with a divided State

Government: COVID-19
deaths per thousand - 565

e States totally controlled
by Republicans: COVID-19

deaths per thousand - 474

As testing increased, the num-
ber of cases increased. That's
not a big surprise. Let's ignore
the fact that literally hundreds
of positive tests have later been
proven false.

Let's compare the number of
cases reported per day to the
number of deaths (which we also

Daily New Cases

Cases per

100k

Novel Coronavirus Daily Cases

Day

End of an Era in McHenry County Government
Recorder Office ceases to exist December 1

No County Recorder campaign
signs by the roads? You won't
see those anymore. The position
is slated for elimination Dec. 1.

When Joe Tirio ran for Recorder
in 2016, he promised to elimi-
nate the position, and he kept his
promise. He got behind a mea-
sure, approved by the County
Board, for a binding referen-
dum to eliminate the position. It
passed by a 4-1 vote.

Tirio said his goal was to elimi-
nate the cost, nepotism and pa-
tronage associated with the posi-
tion altogether.

In 2018, Tirio ran for Clerk and
won. He promplty renounced all
pay and benefits as Recorder
from that point until the office no
longer existed. He handled the
duties of both positions at the
cost of one. He was doing two
jobs for the price of one and two
years earlier than promised.

“By December 2020, the Re-
corder’s team will have saved
$1.9 to $2.1 million dollars as

compared to the budget for
2016," Tirio said. “In other words,
the office could run for two years
on the savings our team created.”
More than financial benefits

When someone requested a
document from the Recorder’s
office, it used to take more than
four days before it was available.

“Now, it's often available within
minutes,” said Tirio. “We're doing
that with a staff of 13 rather than
the 26 people that did both jobs
when I took office.”.

Tirio’s office also implemented
the “Honor Rewards Program”
that encourages veterans to reg-
ister their DD214 with us in ex-
change for benefits at local busi-
nesses and strong Property Fraud
Alert subscriptions.

“Today’s Recorder’s office pro-
vides more benefit to the com-
munity, at a lower cost, than
ever before,” said Tirio. “You can
thank the remarkable people I
work with in the Recorder’s office
for that.”

know is greatly inflated by attrib-
uting deaths to coronavirus when
other causes were responsible)
reported per day as displayed in
these two graphs.

Democrat Gov. JB Pritzker has
kept a heavy hand on opening
the economy in Illinois based
on the number of positive tests.
Would a more accurate indicator
be the number of deaths?

Note the inconsistency in
deaths. The higher numbers are
good for headlines. The lower
numbers of deaths are ignored
by the governor and the media.

Insofar as shutting down the
economy, the only means of judg-
ing the success or failure of such
a measure is consideration of
Sweden, which didn’t shut down
its economy. Sweden’s death

while the U.S. rate stands at 598.
Which country now has greater
immunity to an explosion as we
approach winter when people in
the northern states again closet
themselves for the frigid season
or move south?

One country used the ‘herd im-
munity’ approach to the pandem-
ic. The other country invoked ri-
diculous ‘Sanitary Mary’ laws (no
offense to Mary intended). One
has herd immunity and the other
doesn’t. One stayed calm. One
was incited to panic by shrill and
hourly reports from the main-
stream media.

Sources:

e https://www.worldometers.
info/coronavirus/country/us/

e https://ballotpedia.org/Par-
tisan_composition_of_state_
legislatures
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DAMON HILL

MCHENRY COUNTY BOARDZOZO

\/ Resident of McHenry County for over 30 years
\/ 2012 Delegate to lllinois State Convention

/ Constitutionally-minded & fiscally conservative

/ Avid supporter of 2nd Amendment, law
enforcement, and conceal-carry defenders

“ Involvement, not advancement ”
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Answers from

Who Said That?
on Page 13

. George Washington
. Patrick Henry
. Thomas Jefferson
. Rosa Parks
. Martin Luther King, Jr.
. Henry Aaron
. Yogi Berra
. Clara Barton

. Abraham Lincoln
10. Winston Churchill
11. Ronald Reagan
12. Susan B Anthony
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American manufacturer thanks
Trump for taking on China

By RICH ROSTRON China was welcomed into the
World Trade Organization and
was the beneficiary of TPP, the
Trans Pacific Partnership trade
agreement with the U.S. and
other Pacific rim nations.

At first, when the door start-
ed cracking open to Chinese
outsourcing years ago, Gels-
cheit took it in stride as part
of our foreign policy strategy.
He assumed that someone
somewhere, who knew what
was good for America’s global
“well-being” had decided that
we needed to bleed a little on
behalf of the world.

“Someone decided we, you
and me, should provide oppor-
tunity to those who had none,”
he said. "How naive we can be
when we are young. Everyone
I knew or talked to saw the
truth eventually. There was no
altruism at work here only ava-
rice and ignorance”.

Gelscheit said he spent the
better part of a career watch-
ing jobs, hopes and dreams
destroyed through outsourc-
ing. Incredibly cheap labor,
Chi-com subsidized materials
and government kickbacks to
Chinese firms shipping to the
U.S. decimated the production
of virtually all tangible
goods in America. The
g proposed solution, af-
% ter the 2008 economic
crash was “re-educa-
o tion.”
&8 Those who made
their livings in manu-
facturing were told to
jump into the techy
world of code crunch-
ing, personal services
of business. She and China and other such intangibles. Gel-
succeeded, but not until Gel- scheit described this as igno-
scheit waged a valiant battle. rance at its best.

“The razor of Chinese com- Along came 2016 and the cam-
petition at our throats was paign of then Candidate Donald
and is the biggest challenge Trump. When Gelscheit heard
we face in business today,” Trump talk about bringing man-
he said. "My business creates ufacturing jobs back to the U.S,,
tangible goods. There is little Gelscheit described it as “music
debate but that manufactur-
ers got hit the hardest” when

Running a business for more
than 35 years, Richard K. Gel-
scheit, the owner and opera-
tor of Methods Manufacturing
of Northern Wisconsin (previ-
ously Fox Lake) has witnessed
a lot. He's often wondered if
it was worth all the effort and
worry. Thinking about the al-
ternative, however (working
for someone else}, kept him
hanging in there no matter
what.

“To me, that is what being
American is all about:” said
Gelscheit, “independence, am-
bition, goals and the economic
climate to achieve them”.

Gelscheit said he’s seen
many changes to the tool and
die industry since he started
out. One such change is the
unfair competition brought to
the market by the Chinese.
He felt this personally as a
manufacturer of parts in the
U.S. A woman from the mas-
sive Chinese owned competi-
tor met him in Fox Lake and
tried to buy him out. When he
refused, she promised to sell
Chinese parts at a loss for as
long as it took to put him out

Rick Gelscheit at a Trump event in 2016.

China continued on Page 9

Media ignores Pres. Trump’s second
Nobel Prize nomination

By VL STUART

Though the mainstream media
doesn’t seem interested, Donald
Trump was recently nominated for
a Nobel Peace Prize (the second
such nomina-

not fit the original intent of the
award.

A strict application of the intent
of the award would probably not
have allowed for former Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s Nobel Prize

tion). The nomi-
nation was based
on the treaty he
negotiated be-
tween Israel and
the United Arab

Emirates (UAE)
in  mid-August.
Though it fol-
lowed his nomi-
nation, Trump
negotiated an
additional trea-

ty in the Middle

East - a treaty
between Israel and Bahrain.

What is the Nobel Prize?

From the will of Alfred Nobel:
. and one part [of the estate
to establish an annual prize] to
the person who has done the
most or best to advance fellow-
ship among nations, the abolition
or reduction of standing armies,
and the establishment and pro-
motion of peace congresses”

Nobel’s intention is clear: to
bring leaders of different nations
together, reduce regional ten-
sions, enable nations to estab-
lish a foothold for regional peace,
reduce their armies, and redi-
rect that portion of their national
funds spent on war preparedness
to helping their own people. Un-
fortunately, many feel the prize
has been subverted by the No-
bel Committee to fit a ‘Politically
Correct’ narrative.

If the committee were to strict-
ly adhere to Nobel’s Last Will and
Testament, we might see years
when no peace prize was award-
ed at all. A strict adherence to
Nobel’s Last Will and Testament
could eliminate dozens of Nobel
Laureates at a glance. Helping in-
digenous peoples, removing land
mines, and promoting women’s
rights are worthy goals, but do

w

in 2009. Many felt he received
the award simply because he was
the first black man elected presi-
dent of the United States, an
award that was really earned by
the American voters who elected
him.

Others who have received
the award for reasons that dif-
fer from its original purpose in-
clude: Martin Luther King, Malala
Yousafzai (women’s rights), and
Shirin Ebadi (Woman'’s rights), Al
Gore (the environment). In spite
of their worthy accomplishments,
none of these renowned individ-
uals received the award for the
reasons Nobel envisioned.

In the year 2020, more than
300 people have been nomi-
nated for the Peace Prize but,
since nominations are suppos-
edly secret, we have no idea if
those nominations truly follow
the guidelines set down by Alfred
Nobel.

Are they humanitarians, en-
vironmentalists, advocates for
women’s rights? Or have they
actually accomplished something
in the international field that pro-
motes peace, reduces armies,
and advances fellowship among
nations.

We know of at least one man
who has done all of those things.
His name is Donald J. Trump.
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Oberweis calls Underwood’s silence on riots “deafening”

IL Sen. Jim Oberweis has ex-
pressed stunned outrage while
watching his opponent in the
race for Illinois’ 14th Congressio-
nal District, Lauren Underwood,
ignore the riots that have torn
American cities apart all summer.

Unless you're living under
a rock, or you only watch the
‘mainstream’ media, it's impos-
sible to ignore the violent riots
that have been happening all
over America for close to four
months. Neighborhoods in cit-
ies like Seattle, Portland, Minne-
apolis, Chicago, and more have
suffered looting almost nightly
while rioters burn businesses to
the ground. At the same time,

people are being murdered. And
if Democrats mention the riots at
all, they refer to them as “peace-
ful protests.”

“Lauren Underwood is an elect-
ed official, yet her silence on the
violent mobs is deafening,” said
Oberweis.” As a leader in Con-
gress, it is her job to stand up
to the raging mob, fight for the
rule of law and defend our police.
That's exactly what I will do after
I defeat Lauren this November.”

Underwood not only refuses to
condemn the mobs burning down
parts of Chicago and threatening
to move into the suburbs, she
has actually called to defund the
police.

Skillicorn, Prim and Kenneally receive thanks

for persistent pursuit of justice for AJ
Franks and Pritzker fail the same acid test

By BILL MATTESON

Sept. 10, Carlos Acosta and
Andres Polovin were arrested
for negligence in the death of
Al Freund. The 5-year old was
killed in 2019 at the hands of
his parents. In December, DCFS
Inspector General Meryl Paniak
recommended that three DCFS
employees involved in the case
be fired for mishandling the
matter.

One of the workers, Kathleen
Gold, retired from DCFS last
October. We are still waiting to
see if she is charged along with
Acosta and Polovin.

Immediately after Al’'s death,
Acosta and his supervisor, Pol-
ovin, were placed on desk duty
for falsification of records and
conducting sham investiga-
tions. Acosta is a member of
the McHenry County Board.

There were frequent calls for
his resignation before his ar-
rests. Many feel that Board
Chairman Jack Franks defend-
ed Acosta. But, with his arrest,
Acosta appears to have stepped
beyond the protective reach of
his benefactor.

Prim, Kenneally and Skillicorn
all deserve praise for their per-
sistent and determined pursuit
of justice for AJ.

From the time that the story
first hit the news, IL Rep. Al-
len Skillicorn, (R-66th District)
worked tirelessly in the pursuit
of justice for AJ Freund. Behind
the scenes, he petitioned Gov.
JB Pritzker to intercede in the
case. But Pritzker wasn’t inter-
ested or simply wouldn’t help.

McHenry County Sheriff Bill
Prim and McHenry County
States Attorney Patrick Ken-
neally also patiently pushed for
justice. They conducted a thor-
ough investigation only acting
when they felt they had proper-
ly built the case against Acosta
and Polovin. All three of these
public servants deserve our
thanks and appreciation.

Of course, there are still some
questions remaining:

e Have Acosta and Polovin been
fired from the agency?

e If not, are they still on paid
administrative leave?

e If they have been fired, are
they collecting Unemploy-
ment?

e If convicted, will they collect
their county pension?

e Is Kathleen Gold collecting
her pension?

e Has Jack Franks finally called
for Acosta’s resignation from
the County Board?

OPINION

The Case for Term Limits

By TIM BECK

We've all heard “Power Cor-
rupts, and Absolute Power Cor-
rupts Absolutely”. The quote is
from 19th Century British politi-
cian Lord Acton. And it’s still true
today. Polls show that 67 to 80
percent of Americans, on a bipar-
tisan basis, support Term Limits
at the state or federal level.

There is a significant difference
towards Term Limits by the two
parties. Chicago’s Democrat ma-
chine has a long history of cor-
ruption. Illinois House Speaker
Mike Madigan, the longest-stand-
ing speaker of a state house in
U.S. history, is under investiga-
tion in the ComEd bribery case.

Former VP and Democrat
presidential candidate Joe Biden
first took federal office in 1973.
House Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer (D-NY) arrived in 1981,
and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
(D-CA) in 1987.

The Founders opposed the con-
cept of career politicians. George
Washington pledged to serve no
more than two terms and kept
his promise. In Federalist No.
1, Alexander Hamilton wrote of
“the perverted ambition of men
who will hope to aggrandize
themselves” and who “will flatter
themselves with fairer prospects
of elevation..” American politi-
cians have a long history of pre-
cisely that.

A group called U.S. Term Limits
(www.termlimits.com) proposes
limiting members of the House
to a maximum of three terms (6
years) and Senators to a maxi-
mum of two terms (12 years).
This requires a constitutional
amendment.

There are two ways to amend
the constitution. One is for Con-
gress to pass a proposed amend-

ment, which is then sent to the
states for ratification. The other,
under Article V, is a Convention of
States, where the states meet to
prepare a proposed amendment.
Any proposed amendment needs
to be ratified by three-fourths of
the states.

Any proposed amendment
needs to be ratified by three-
fourths of the states. On the US
Term Limits site, some members
of Congress have signed the
Term Limits pledge: 17 Sena-
tors, all Republicans, and 54
House members (52 Republican,
2 Democrat).

Unfortunately, the “congressio-
nal route” is effectively blocked
by the leadership of the Demo-
crat party. Both the Senate and
the House have pending Term
Limit legislation. But many Dem-
ocrats claim elections are the
way to limit legislative terms.
Rep. Lauren Underwood (D-14)
is among them.

On the other hand, many Re-
publicans believe we need a
“structural” (constitutional) fix
to the problem, similar to ratifi-
cation of the 22nd Amendment,
which limits the president to two
terms.

The US Term Limits site allows
citizens to sign in support of the
Term Limits pledge. Candidates
can also take the pledge on the
site. Jim Oberweis, Republican
candidate for the 14th Congres-
sional District, has signed the
pledge.

“Career politicians vote in ways
they believe will help them get
reelected, but term limited politi-
cians vote in ways they believe
are in the best interest of our
state and our country, then re-
turn home,” said Oberweis while
noting his opponent’s objection
to the proposal.

When | was young, folks used to say, “We protect the most vile
speech to ensure free speech for everyone.”

It didn't mean we agreed with everything everyone said but we
knew the cost of telling them they couldn’t say it was too high a
price to pay.

— Richard Rostron
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China continued from Page 7

to my ears.”

"I could not believe it! I was so
excited I drove hundreds of miles
to hear the future President at
five events in three states. Final-
ly, someone really knew, cared
about and understood what was
happening from the standpoint
of the average citizen and, in my
case, the small business owner”.

Gelscheit said he used the title
of President Trumps book NEV-
ER GIVE UP as motivation in his
own life.

“I'm just about finished reading
it and so needed what it offers,”
he said. "One of the reoccurring
themes is having the PATIENCE
to take a long-term approach to
achieving goals. Another theme
is EXPECTING RESISTANCE.”

Ze-Elect
Katherine M.

THREE

DECADES OF

Experience |

He said that, in his view, Presi-
dent Trump has set an exam-
ple of taking on so much from
the opposition in America while
holding the line on China as he
does every day.

“A president does not have a
lifetime to achieve goals,” said
Gelscheit. “At best, they have
only 8 years. Trump has made so
much progress in the first four
he’s earned the right to another
four. China truly hates the pros-
pect of President Trump winning
another term. Pulling the rug
out from him and us now would
be a train wreck for thousands
of manufacturers and other pro-
ducers across this land.”

Gelscheit worries about the
kind of message America will

*

send the Chinese if Former VP
Joe Biden is elected President.

“In all of Biden’s ads, do you
ever hear the word ‘manufac-
turing?’ I haven’t. Achieving a
balanced economy that is NOT
critically dependent on foreign
manufacturers is in every Ameri-
cans’ best interest.”

Gelscheit said that the pan-
demic provided clear evidence
of this. The back orders from a
stricken China were largely re-
sponsible for much of the eco-
nomic slowdown here in Amer-
ica. He asked how many times
people have heard the words
“Out of stock,” “Parts not Avail-
able,” or “On back order?”

Gelscheit’s fear is that, if we
elect Biden, we’ll go back to the

old ways and start bleeding jobs
and dollars to China again.

“However, if we give Trump an-
other four years to finish build-
ing our foundation for a balanced
economy, American self-reliance
and balanced trade, we can con-
tinue the manufacturing growth
we’ve seen since he took office,”
said Gelscheit. “Barack Obama
said we would need a ‘magic
wand’ to bring back manufactur-
ing jobs to the U.S. Well, we got
one. Our ‘magic wand’ is called
Donald Trump and his attitude to
‘NEVER GIVE UPR.”

To learn more about Rick Gel-
scheit and Methods Manufactur-
ing, visit: https://methodsman-
ufacturing.com/

A Proven Record of Smaller More Efficient Government

As Circuit Clerk reduced personnel by 27% since 2008

e Personnel reductions by attrition saving McHenry County $1.1 million annually

That Matters |f

Reduced Printing & Supplies expense by 50% through automation
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McHenry County GOP and donor fund Trump “Promises ...” billboard

|

The McHenry County Republican Party and Evert Evertsen were responsible for the two-side

President Trump, ‘“‘Promises Make, Promises Kept,

" billboard West ochHenrj

The evidence shows that Biden always changes for political convenience
Radical flip-flops of Biden’s long, long career in D.C. Swamp only make sense in light of politics

Richard Nixon was president
when Joe Biden first went to
Congress as a U.S. Senator from
Delaware. He was in that position
for 36 years until he became vice
president under Barack Obama
for eight years. During all those
years, this is the third time that

he has run for president. Prior to
the current election, Biden was a
primary loser in 1988 and 2008.

Times change and Biden’s lon-
gevity in Congress is, no doubt,
attributable, in no small measure,
to his ability to recreate himself
to fit the times. The transforma-

$75

A",

llinois Concealed Carry Renewal Classes

Call or email us today to sign up

Seats are limited, because we only teach small classes!

815-669-9220,

Expires 12/31/20 1

Guns-N Such.com GunsNSuch1@gmail. com

tion has been dramatic and er-
ratic.

Consider that, with the 2020
primary behind him, Biden has
recast himself, in the course of
just 102 days (as of this writing)
for the general election. It was
only in March that he bragged,
"I have the most progressive
record of anybody running for
the (presidency) ... anybody who
would run.” But, with the primary
behind, he must have woke up
June 7 and realized, “On second
thought, I'm a moderate.”

Change of convenience ap-
pears to come easy to Biden.
Consider the following associa-
tions and positions he’s had in
the past:

Only 10 years ago, he called
his former Democrat Senate col-
league the late Robert Byrd as “a
friend ... mentor ... and guide,” a
peculiar thing to say an “Exalted

Cyclops” of the KKK.

While he claims to have
worked with anti-segregationist
in Congress, in 1975, Biden suc-
cessfully co-sponsored legisla-
tion prohibiting the use of Fed-
eral funds for busing saying he
didn’t want his kids growing up
in a “racial jungle.”

While, today, he claims to sup-
port plans to virtually empty
prisons, in 1994, he supported
‘three-strike’ legislation and
said, “Lock the SOBs up.”

In the primary, he said of
fracking, we'll make sure
it's eliminated.” But, with the
primary over, he went to Penn-
sylvania where fracking is a big
part of the economy and said, “I
am not banning fracking. Let me
say that again, I am not banning
fracking, no matter how many
times Donald Trump lies about
me.”
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The Pandemic and Civil Unrest have kicked gun sales into high gear
Price of ammo increases as availability suffers

By NEIL JOSLUN

Governor JB Pritzker issued a
“Stay at Home,” order that took
effect March 21, to reduce the
spread of the coronavirus. One
result related to the COVID-19
pandemic was that many items
were in short supply, including
toilet paper, hand sanitizer, face
masks, some food, firearms and
ammunition.

One gun owner leaving Bass
Pro Shops in Gurnee, said, “I ex-
perienced this shortage in mid-
March while attempting to locate
12-gauge ammunition for home
defense. After visiting a num-
ber of local gun shops in Lake
and McHenry counties, I finally
found what I was looking for here
at Bass Pro Shops, although it
wasn’t the exact type I was look-
ing for.”

Then, at the end of May, George
Floyd died at the hands of police
in Minneapolis triggering close
to four months of civil unrest, so
far. Some of the protests were
peaceful but, even when that
was the case, inevitably, they
devolved into, looting, rioting
and violent attacks on citizens
and law enforcement. Watching
all the violence, many Americans
felt uneasy; they felt the need to
arm themselves. Vastly increased

sales of ammuni-
tion caused short-
ages. And with the
shortages came
sizeable increas-
es in ammunition
prices. Why is
ammunition more
expensive and
in short supply?
Simple supply and
demand.

In late July, a
McHenry County
Sheriff, who also
serves in the U.S.
military, received
a welcome home
celebration after

returning from Af-

ghanistan. Though preferring to
not go on the record, the deputy
spoke about the effect the unrest
is having on recruits joining law
enforcement.

The Deputy said there’s usually
a pool of around 700 applicants
to join the Sheriff's department.
But, with all the unrest and ani-
mosity expressed against the po-
lice, when the deputy returned
from serving overseas, they
found that there was only a pool
of 200 candidates for the depart-
ment.

The nationwide "“Defund the
Police” movement, along with at-

McHenry County at risk

tacks on law enforcement, has
officers resigning and retiring at

an alarming rate. As a result,
many citizens see the need to
take responsibility for their own
safety and self-defense.

NICS (National Instant Crimi-
nal Background Check System)
checks are a strong indicator of
firearm purchasing activity. For
Illinois, from January through
August of 2019, the total number
of NICS checks was 2,989,803.
For January through August of
2020, the total number of checks
is 5,179,673. This is an increase
of more than 42 percent over the

#MeToo billboard at 31 and 14 questions Franks’ moral qualifications
» cations

same period last year.
It's also widely reported
in the media that there
are more than five-mil-
lion new, first-time gun
owners in the U.S. this
year.

# As ammunition prices
are skyrocketing, the
sale of popular firearm
calibers, such as the
9mm handgun and .223
rifle, have also explod-
ed.

Prior to the riots, a
)l Marengo Guns email
flyer from March 6 listed
9mm ammo at $15.99
per 100 or 16 cents per
round. The price for
.223 ammo was $13.79 for 50
or 27.6 cents per round with no
shortage of supply. But a Sept. 9
flyer shows 9mm ammo running
70-cents per round and .223 at
a dollar per round. Self-defense
ammo is even higher. In six
months, 9mm has increased 337
percent and .223 has increased
262 percent, and some with lim-
ited quantities.

The obvious conclusion is that
widespread civil unrest and a
diminishing police presence will
lead to increased purchases of
firearms and shortages and price
increases of ammunition.

)
1 17

A AN

County Board Chairman

*..Jack Franks accused of criminal sexual assault agQravated battery"

WGEM 2/3/2020

Paid for by #MeToolL
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Underwood’s exaggerations some might call something else

By RICH ROSTRON

Most of us are familiar with the
photos of Lauren Underwood,
our representative in the 14th
Congressional District, wearing
a nurse’s scrubs with a stetho-
scope hanging around her shoul-
ders. The photo conveys a mes-
sage that Underwood is a nurse
and has the experience to speak
empirically about the issue of
healthcare. But it turns

Of course, staging is a big part
of politics. Some may remember
how, during the Obamacare (Af-
fordable Health Care) debates,
the Obama administration setup
a photo op in the Rose Garden of
the White House for doctors and
health care professionals who
supported the legislation.

The problem was that doctors
and nurses don’t wear scrubs ev-
erywhere they go. For an event at
the White House, they

out that, while Under-
wood has a nurse’s
certificate, she’s never
actually worked as a
nurse.

Some might call the
image of her in scrubs
something of an exag-
geration. Some might
say that it's more than
that. It conveys a
message that isn’t ex-
actly true.

Lauren Underwood

might even be inclined
to dress in attire that
fits the location and
occasion. Suits and
dresses are the order
of the day. But that, of
course, didn't fit the
obvious photo op the
Obama administration
was seeking.
Accordingly, staffers
for the Obama admin-
istration had scrubs

and stethoscopes on
hand for each of the
medical professionals
that were expected.
That way it didn't mat-
ter how they dressed
for the event; the pho-
togenic props were on
hand so that the event
could be staged as in-
tended.

“Intended” refers to
the purpose of the pho-
to opportunity. The pur-
pose in that case was to
tell Americans that these medical
professionals supported the pres-
ident’s legislation. A successful
photo conveys its message with-
out requiring explanation.

In other words, the photo falls
on its face if people see it, don't
make the intended connection,
and then fail to follow through
and read where it says, ‘These
are healthcare professionals.’

Jim
Oberweis

They need to know that
without reading.

The problem with Un-
derwood’s photo op for
her campaign mate-
rial is that it says ‘Ex-
perienced Healthcare
Professional’ where
the reality is short on
the actual experience.
Of course, reading her
campaign material also
failed to point out her
limitations in this re-
gard.

Now, it appears that exagger-
ating is standard operating pro-
cedure for Underwood. For in-
stance, she advertises that she is
leading a “Back to School” panel.
That may give readers the im-
pression she is pushing for safely
opening schools again. Not so
fast. She’s merely talking about
adjusting to further virtual class-
room experiences.

John Reinert
for McHenry County Board

District 2

I will handle every decision with
this simple equation:

*  Will it help the taxpayer
*  Will it promote positive growth

*  Will it help secure a better
future

[ assure every voter no tax levy is
safe and above all,

| won’t waste your money!

Paid for by Citizens for John Reinert

“One of Jim (Oberweis’) favorite ideas to solve our nation’s
health care crisis is to increase portability of health insurance
plans. If we want to increase access and coverage, a great start
is by allowing individuals to Reep their insurance even when
they switch jobs. In addition, if we want to bring down overall
healthcare costs for our country, we need transparency in pricing

and competition among providers.”
From Jim2020.com - Issues

Small family-run
Garage Door service/install/maintenance company

looking for techs!

Requirements:

»  Valid drivers license

*  Must have own car (for transportation to and from work)
*  Must be able to follow directions

*  Punctual

*  Able to lift over your head and able to lift 75 pounds or more
»  Willing go work more than 40 hours a week

*  Work well with others

*  Have customer relation skills

*  Must be mechanically inclined

*  We are willing to train!

*  Must be able to pass a background check

*  Must have standard/standard hand tools to start off

Call us at 847-917-3039 or email us at tracy@garagedoorsamdmor.com
Check us out at Garagedoorsandmor.com
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Who Said That?

Can you guess who said that famous quote?

1. WMy first wish is to see this plague of mankind, war, banished from the earth.

2. (Give me liberty or give me death.

2. The man who reads vothivg at all is better educated than the man who reads
nothing but newspapers.

4. AllT was doing was trying to get home from work.

5. We must live together as brothers or perish together as fools.

@. Failure is part of success.

7. It's like deja-vu all over again.

?. The patriot blood of my father was warm in my veins.

a. How many tails does a dog have if you call his +ail a leg? Four. Sajing that a
tail is a leg doesn'+ make it a lea,

10.  An appeaser is one who feeds a crocodile oping i+ will eat him last.

1. The future doesw't belong o the fainthearted. Tt belovgs to the brave.

12.  Independence is happiness.

Match these Answers with
the Famous Person

Who Said That?

Clara Barton
Thomas Jefferson
Winston Churchill
Abraham Lincoln
Yogi Berra

Ronald Reagan
George Washington
Susan B Anthony
Patrick Henry
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Henry Aaron

Rosa Parks
(See Answer Sheet Page 6)




14

SEPTEMBER 2020

Gabe Karagianis explores his passion for his craft

By RICH ROSTRON

Gabe Karagianis, a profes-
sional artist with an art studio in
Harvard, has many of his works
on the walls of Ethereal Confec-
tions, the café on The Woodstock
Square owned by his life partner,
Mary Ervin, her brother Michael
Ervin and Sara Miller.

"I don't see myself as just an
artist,” said
Karagianis.
“I'm a working
person. I cre-
ate paintings
and designs on
speculation and
commission.
Some I sell after
the fact. Some
are sold before
I first take brush
to canvas, etc.”

He does oils on
canvas but he also does three-
dimensional art. This includes
building things out of wood and
custom furniture that you’ll often
find in his house and studio.

"I think the part of my charac-
ter that is drawn to art also ex-
presses itself in other ways,” he
said. “For instance, I enjoy learn-
ing new things, solving problems
in the physical world.

A couple years ago, he picked
up a recurve bow and practiced
shooting arrows in his backyard.
He loves skateboarding and doing

yoga. In the winter he goes out
in freezing weather and stands in
his shorts to practice breathing
exercises.

“I think of myself as a primitive
man. But I also appreciate our
modern conveniences though I
try not to take things for granted.

"I remember to humble my-
self before my Creator and give
thanks for the life I've lived so

far. I ask for
| the courage and
o strength to en-
.| dure what is to
come.

A Midwest-
4 erner, he consid-
ers  Woodstock

the countryside.
Big cities tend
to get all the
press, he says,
and people in
them tend to be-
lieve that country-folk are illiter-
ate or unambitious. Making art
in a ‘fly-over’ state certainly isn’t
economically advantageous, but
Gabe doesn’t usually make deci-
sions based on material reward

or fame.
“There isn't a cohesive ‘art
scene’ in the area,” he said. "The

talented artists here are gener-
ally loners who are happy living a
low-key, simple life.

“Don’t get me wrong, I do en-
joy taking trips to see family and
explore new places - going to art

OCAL ARTIST
McHenry County artlst brings creativity to Ilfe

museums and i
restaurants
- but there’s
nothing like re-
turning to my
favorite  cafe
or getting back
to work in my
studio in Har-
vard.” -

His studio |
is in the Star-
line Building,
an old factory
built in 1883.
He describes
it as like work-
ing in a castle and believes it has
always had a subtle influence on
his work.

In that regard, he tries to main-
tain an awareness of the past - to
stretch his imagination back cen-
turies and millennia of the an-
cient world.

“I live in a world of symbols
which aren’t confined to linguistic
or even cultural restraints. The
symbols I draw on for inspiration
are universal and archetypal, and
the work that I produce is an ef-
fort to add to that universal and
timeless visual tapestry.

“We think of ourselves as sepa-
rate from those who forged the
way and sacrificed their beliefs
and traditions laying the ground-
work for the world we know to-
day. Unfortunately, many today
seem to reject their spiritual exis-
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Amst Gabe Karagianis in his Harvard Studio.

Left: He calls this work, “El Decidido.”
tence and tradition because they
believe they’ve advanced beyond
what they consider superstition.

He said he thinks we've ex-
changed ‘superstition’ for the su-
perficial.

“I think that we need meaning
in our lives and, for me, it's im-
portant to integrate my existence
with everything that came before
me.”

Aside from all that, he said it's
just such a pleasure to spend
time dreaming up colors and
shapes and molding them into
something that feels complete
and real.

“Finishing a piece from incep-
tion to sketch to finished product
is incredibly satisfying. I'm grate-
ful for every opportunity.

Gabriel’'s work can be seen at
gabrielkaragianisartwork.com.




By RICH ROSTRON

At one time, I was a sports edi-
tor with a local newspaper. There
were times when the local high
school team, or players on the lo-
cal team, had a bad game.

As a journalist, I couldn’t just
write that they had a good game.

Journalistically, I had to tell the
truth. This didn’t always go over
well with their parents.

On several occasions, I re-
ceived calls from an irate parent
who pointed out that the nega-
tive coverage in the story I wrote
and/or edited was a problem.

“You do realize they could lose
their scholarship because of this.”

I would never want to deny a
young athlete a chance to earn a
scholarship but, as a journalist, I
didn't have what I considered a
viable alternative.

The Pandemic of Scholarships

Some schools are having
sports, to some degree, in spite
of the pandemic. But that’s not
the case across the board.

Just last week, students and
parents held a “Let US Play” rally
in Springfield.

According to a story in the lo-
cal daily newspaper, “lllinois is
the only state in the Midwest that
is not currently participating in
or has an upcoming date set for
the return to play for all sports,
though some fall sports are be-
ing contested including golf and
cross country.”

Not a big deal for some folks:
“Hey, it's just a game.” But for
others, a lot of money and op-
portunity rides on their ability
to show their stuff on the field.
Scholarships hang in the balance.

Of course, it's not all about
scholarships. Athletics allow stu-
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dents to work off energy, let off
some steam and learn team-
building skills that will serve
them well in the future.

Athletics also provide opportu-
nities for social interactions that
help teenagers to develop their
social skills.

None of this means that we
don’t want children to be safe.
But the data shows that young
people really don’t have a lot to
worry about in terms of the coro-
navirus. They are about at the
same risk with COVID-19 as they
are with the annual flu.

From e-learning to social isola-
tion to the economy, it's not too
difficult to see that we will pay
a price for the way we've shut
down our society and we'll pay
that price for years to come.

Human beings are social ani-
mals and virtual socializing just
doesn’t measure up. Even with
something as serious as a virus,
we need to weigh the pros and
cons of our decisions.

Looking at the coronavirus that
way, it’s difficult to see why Gov.

JB Pritzker and other state offi-
cials would choose to deny stu-
dents the opportunity to compete
in sports.

There are precautions athletic
departments and coaches could
take to reduce the risks. But the
problems with not playing aren’t
risks; they’re realities. The only
question is how harmful they’ll
prove to be over the long haul.

Gottemoller

GOTTJoe.COM

Vote for Facts, Not Fiction, to get
REASONABLE, RESPONSIBLE, RESULTS!
VOTE JOE GOTTEMOLLER COUNTY BOARD DISTRICT #3

Joe believes in Facts, Not Fiction.

FACT: Since 2017 McHenry County wasted
$96,000 a year on a Lobbyist contract that
Produced zero results. Joe’s efforts put that
contract on hold indefinitely.

FACT: Joe voted to permanently reduce the County’s portion of
property taxes. Since becoming a Board Member, property taxes
have been reduced by $30,000,000.00.

FACT: Joe supported the 2019 rebate given to McHenry County
homeowners totaling $8,000,000.00.

FACT: Joe met with and secured funding from the Tollway
Authority and lllinois Department of Transportation to create
the first Interstate access in McHenry County

between Rt. 23 and Interstate | - 90.




“With respect to rioting and looting, you know, | think that we have seen
many instances of beautiful protests this summer, as people have stood
up for this cause of justice and equality.”

— Lauren Underwood
Chicago Sun-Times Endorsement Interview
September 1, 2020

‘ + Underwood '
' L1 !

“As anyone with eyes andaccess to the news
can see, we are having a crisis in America.

This crossroads, put simply, is the difference
between riots in the streets and law and
order.

Lauren Underwood refuses to defend our
men and women in blue.

| STAND with our brave law enforcement
officers, and | am fighting to defend the
police and let our men and women in blue
end this lawlessness — | will fight against any
effort to defund them and sink our streets
into further lawlessness.”

— Jim Oberweis Oberwels

FOR CONGRESS

Jim2020.com

It's time to retire Lauren Underwood and her mentor Nancy Pelosi.
Mail in your hallot now or vote early for Jim Oberweis.
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